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WORLD  SHEEP  NUMBERS  INCREASE  IN  1953 


World  sheep  niimbers  at  the  beginning  of  1953  are  estimated  by  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service  at  81?  million  head,  compared  with  806  million  head  a  year 
earlier,  an  increase  of  slightly  over  1  percent.    Current  numbers  are  9  percent 
above  the  I936-4O  average  but  only  4  percent  above  the  wartime  record  number  of 
782  million  head  in  1942,    VJorld  sheep  numbers  have  maintained  an  upward  trend 
since  1947;  hov;ever,  the  rate  of  increase  has  slovred  in  the  last  year.  Both 
cattle  and  sheep  num.bers  at  the  beginning  of  1953  were  up  slightly  over  1952 
while  hog  numbers  were  do^m  somev;hat. 

Sheep  nmbers  are  estimated  to  have  increased  in  the  major  wool  producing 
countries  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere  v/ith  the  exception  of  Argentina  where  it 
appears  emphasis  is  being  given  to  cattle  raising.    Sheep  and  beef  cattle  com.- 
pete  directly  for  feed  and  resources  in  these  countries  and  as  indicated  only 
small  increases  are  estimated  for  both  classes.    The  steady  increase  in  world 
wool  prices  during  the  past  12  months  has  favored  increases  in  sheep  nimibers. 

Slaughter  has  been  heavy  in  most  countries  but  losses  due  to  natural 
causes  have  been  less  than  usual  allowing  an  actual  increase  in  over-all  num»bers, 

SHEEP:    Estim.ated  vrarld  total,  by  continent 

or  area,  averages  1936-40  and  1946-50, 
annual  1952  and  1953. 


Average 


Continent  ; 

1952  1/  1 

1953  1/  ' 

decrease  (-) 

or  area  : 

1936-40  J 

1946-50  ; 

!  1953 
1936-40 

:  1953 
.  1952 

Thousands  : 

Thousands  : 

Thousands  : 

Thousands  : 

Percent  : 

Percent 

North  America 

Europe 

U«S,S,R, 

Asia 

South  America 

Africa 

Oceania 

i  59,700 
:  123,800 
I  66,000 
I  152,600 
:  100,900 
:  99,700 
:  144.000 

!  42,800 
;  109,200 
:  67,700 
:  148,800 
:  117,500 
:  98,200 
:  136,200 

!  39,300 
:  122,600 
:  90,000 
:  162,700 
:  126,200 
:  112,200 
:  153.000 

:  3^,700 
!  125,500 
:  90,000 
:  165,500 
:  129,000 
:  113,400 
:  154,600 

:  -35 
=  /I 
:  /36 
:     /  8 
:  /28 
:  A4 
:      /  7 

:      -  2 

:     /  2 

/  2 
:      /  1 
:  /I 

Total 

:  746.700 

:  720,400 

:  806.000 

:  816,700 

;  ^  1 

1/  Preliminary, 


A  summary  of  this  information  was  published  in  the  April  27,  1953  issue  of 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
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In  Australia,  for  exarrole,  vhere  slauphter  oi  sheep  and  laiibs  m  1952  was 
up  about  27  oercent  ovov  IV 51,  numbers  on  March  31  were  up  1  percent  to  a  post- 
iNfar  record  of  119  million  he:.id.    The  largest  increase  over  1952  m  tne  more^ 
ir.portant  sheep  countries  was  in  Uru.?uay,    Ten  months  a-o  iiiarketing  prospecos 
for  wool  appeared  bleal:  aiui  no  increase  in  numbers  was  expected  in  that  countr:^. 
In  the  interim,  however,  most  of  last  year's  clip  has  been  marketed  alon^:siae 
current  production  at  prices  considered  favorable  and  nurribers  are  estiiuated  to 
have  increased  about  6^ percent  to  about  28.5  million  head.    This  is  an  all- 
time  high  and  is  nearly  60  percent  above  prewar „    Numbers  in  New  Zealand  and 
South  Africa  have  increased'  only  slightly.    In  the  former  dairy  and  beef  cattle 
are  receiving  increased  attention  and  in  the  latter  any  anticipated  expansion 
vjas  limited  by  drought,, 

Stock  sheep  numbers  in  the  United  States  on  January  1,  1953,  estimated  at 
27»9  million  head,  were  1  percent  below  the  28.1  million  head  a  year  earlier 
and  22  percent  belov;  the  1942-51  average  of  35 u9  million.    They  x^ere  Uh  percent 
belovr  the  record  high  reached  in  1942  and  6  percent  above  the  record  low  reached 
on  January  1,  1950,    Total  sheep  nui:ibered  31,6  million  head  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year.    Decreases  were  noted  in  the  Western  States  while  numbers  increased 
by  about  4  percent  in  the  Native  States,    In  Canada  numbers  increased  9  percent 
over  a  year  earlier  but  are  still  only  42  percent  of  prewar  after  a  postwar 
decline  similar  to  that  which  took  place  in  the  United  States, 

E u ro pe ,  1953  sheep  n^ombers  are  1  percent  over  the  1936-40  average, 
narking  the  first  year  of  complete  recovery  since  World  V/ar  II,    Spain  and  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  most  ii'-portant  sheep  countries  in  Western  Europe,  shov; 
increases  of  about  U  percent  while  in  Greece  an  increase  of  8  percent  is  noted. 
Limited  inforriation  on  siieep  numbers  in  the  UtS^SrH.  and  other  Eastern  European 
countries,  points  to  increased  emphasis  on  sheep  raising.    Numbers  are  judged 
to  be  somev/hat  above  prex'jar  after  substantial  gains  were  made  in  some  countries 
in  the  past  year. 

Small  increases  are  reported  in  North  Africa  and  the  Near  East  and  numbers 
in  India,  China  and  other  areas  in  Asia  are  estiniated  to  have  been  maintained 
or  shov;  some  small  increase,  reflecting  the  iiaproved  world  market  for  coarse 
vjools. 

For  1953,  the  more  favorable  outlook  for  wool  prices  is  likely  to  encourage 
another  snail  increase  in  i^X)rld  sheep  numbers.    However,  the  pressure  for  meat, 
v;hich  leads  to  he^ivy  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  and  holds  beef  raising  in 
a  good  competitive  position,  precludes  any  increase  of  the  magnitude  experi- 
enced in  the  period  1947-51.    Because  of  the  hazards  of  the  sheep  raising 
industry  in  many  countries,  the  expected  gain  and  some  of  the  increases  of  the 
last  few  years  could  be  quickly  changed  by  drouf^ht  or  other  abnormal  conditions. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  v/orld  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee  on  Foreign 
Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  isbased  in  part  upon  U,  S,  Foreign  Service 
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